








big basin: California’s olDEsT 
sTaTE ParK

The establishment of Big Basin Redwoods 
State Park in 1902 marked the beginning 
of the preservation and conservation 
movement in California and provided the 
vision for the hundreds of California state 

parks we enjoy today.
 In 1899, San Jose 

photographer Andrew 
P. Hill photographed 
the coast redwood 
trees in Felton 
Grove, now part 

of Henry Cowell 
Redwoods State Park. 
The then-owner of the 
forest accused Hill 
of trespassing and 

demanded his negatives. Hill refused and 
left, vowing to himself to save the trees 
for future generations and “make a public 
park of this place.”
 In 1900, Hill gathered many staunch 
supporters to tour the area. After three 
days of exploring the forest’s wonders,  
the group collected $32, elected officers 
and formed the Sempervirens Club. 
The Club changed its name to the 
Sempervirens Fund in 1968; the Fund still 
protects and preserves natural habitats 
and wildlife in the Santa Cruz Mountains.
 Hill pushed the state legislature to 
approve a bill for purchase of the land. 
The bill passed unanimously. Thus was 
established California Redwood Park—
today known as Big Basin Redwoods State 
Park. Had the forest not been saved at 
that time, it was estimated that in only six 
months, no virgin trees would remain.

Andrew P. Hill,
1915 self-portrait

Father of the Forest redwood, ca. 1915

Campfire benches and tents, ca. 1915

Sempervirens Club annual meeting,  
ca. 1915

Hill photographed much of the early 
history of Big Basin:




